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N I  TED^STATES 
^j^DE  PARTM^NT 
OF  AGRICULTURE' 


HOMMAKERS '  CHAT  Wednesday,  September  2S,  I938 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

fSubject:     "TIPS  FOR  FOOD  SHOPPERS."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
lEconomics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel, 
[Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

— ooOoo — 

Just  here  on  the  last  mail  are  more  tips  for  the  listener  who  does  the  food 
[iDuying  for  the  family. 

First,  some  predictions  ahout  meat.    We're  going  to  have  more  and  cheaper 
[meat  than  last  fall — at  least  "by  the  looks  of  things  right  now.  Department-of- 
Lgri culture  men  whose  joh  is  to  keep  an  eye  on  supplies  and  prices  say  that 
leat  supplies  will  "be  larger  than  a  year  ago  and  that  prices  will  continue  lower 
[than  in  '37*     The  price  of  meat  usually  drops  at  this  time  of  year  as  more  meat 
[comes  on  the  market.     This  year  supplies  are  larger  than  last  and  pockethooks 
ire  smaller.    Perhaps  you  rememher  that  meat  prices  made  history  a  year  ago — 
first  "by  reaching  an  unusual  high  in  the  early  fall  and  then  "by  taking  a  "big 
ftumble  late  in  September.     This  year  they  aren't  likely  to  drop  so  much.  They 
laven't  so  far  to  fall,  for  one  thing. 

Cranberries  made  history  last  fall,  too — made  history  with  a  bumper  crop, 
fit  you  remember.     This  year  we'll  have  many  less  cranberries  because  the  crop 
will  be  about  kO  percent  less  than  last  year.    But  at  that  the  crop  will  be  only 
slightly  under  average  in  size.     Oregon  and  Washington  will  probably  have  about 
as  many  berries  as  last  year  but  these  2  States  produce  only  3  "to  ^  percent  of 
the  entire  crop.    Almost  three  ciuarters — that  is,  70  percent  of  our  yearly 
supplies — come  from  Massachusetts.     More  cranberries  come  on  the  market  in 
November  than  in  any  other  month.    By  the  way,  here's  a  point  or  two  to  remember 
when  you're  buying  cranberries.    Look  for  those  that  look  fresh  and  plump,  have 
a  high  luster,  and  are  firm  to  the  touch.     Poor-quality  berries  are  shrivelled, 
soft  and  dull-looking. 


So  much  for  cranberry  news.     Now  about  fall  vegetables.    Looks  as  if  we're 
going  to  have  plenty  of  fall  vegetables  this  year.    Anyway,  the  late-producing 
States — the  areas  which  furnish  the  bulk  of  vegetables  during  the  last  third  of 
the  year — expect  to  have  larger  crops  than  last  year.     These  late  crops  are 
harvested  by  the  end  of  October  or  early  November,  but  they  come  on  the  market 
through  most  of  the  winter  months  since  some  are  kept  in  storage.     This  fall 
we're  going  to  have  a  good  deal  more  celery  and  cabbage  than  last  fall  and  some- 
what more  onions  and  carrots.    But  we'll  probably  have  fewer  potatoes.    As  for 
prices,  vegetables  in  most  groceries  and  retail  markets  have  cost  less  than 
last  year  so  far. 
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Potato  prices  apparently  are  just  a'bout  at  their  low  point  for  the  season. 
Usually  in  eastern  markets  potatoes  are  cheapest  in  September,  and  in  western 
Eiarkets  in  October  or  NovemlDer.    Prices  then  go  up  gradually  during  the  winter 
months  as  potatoes  are  used  froa  storage.    By  the  way,  when  you  are  "buying 
potatoes,  look  for  the  U.  S.  Government  grades  that  are  stamped  on  the  potato 
sack.     Goverriment  grades  for  potatoes  are:    U.  S.  No.  1  for  the  top  grade,  and 
U.  S.  No.  2  or  U.  S.  Commercial  for  the  second  grade. 

Now  a'bout  fall  fruits.    More  and  more  grapes,  apples  and  pears  have  "been 
coming  on  the  markets  and  the  prices  on  these  3  fruits  have  heen  easing  off. 
The  peak  of  pear  marketing  was  along  in  mid-Septemher  but  the  heaviest  movement 
for  apples  and  grapes  will  probahly  "be  in  Octo"ber.    The  low  prices  that  growers 
have  been  receiving  for  grapes  this  fall  caused  California  shippers  to  hold  up 
all  shipping  for  several  week-ends  in  an  attempt  to  bolster  the  market. 

The  first  Florida  grapefruit  of  the  season  reached  the  markets  late  in 
August  and  the  first  Texas  grapefruit  has  just  arrived.    Prom  now  on  through 
1938  grapefruit  supplies  from  these  2  States  will  he  increasing.     This  is  too 
early  for  official  estimates  of  the  crop  hut  it  locks  as  if  we'd  have  more  grape- 
fruit this  year  than  last. 

Here  are  a  few  tips  on  buying  grapefruit.     If  you  want  plenty  of  juice, 
judge  fruit  "by  weight.     Good-quality  grax:efruit  are  heavy  for  their  size,  and 
firm  and  springy  to  the  touch.    You'll  find  that  the  heavy  fruit  with  thin  skin 
has  more  juice  than  that  with  thick  puffy  skins.    Most  of  the  skin  defects  in 
grapefruit — discoloration,  for  example,  or  scratches  don't  affect  the  quality 
of  the  fruit — only  the  looks.    By  the  way,  you've  proba"bly  heard  that  russet 
grapefruit,  that  with  brownish  skin  discolorations,  has  a  better  flavor  than 
the  fruit  that  is  evenly  yellow.     Grapefruit  experts  disagree.     They  say  that's 
just  one  of  the  mistaken  food  rumors  going  'round. 

The  last  news  is  ahout  butter.     Ordinarily  butter  prices  go  up  at  this 
time  of  year  and  keep  on  going  up  until  Decemher.    But  this  Septemher  butter 
"stayed  put"  in  price.     Heavy  milk  production  along  with  the  butter  purchases 
made  by  the  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Association  and  the  Federal  Surplus  Com- 
modities Corporation  have  taken  a  lot  of  "butter  into  cold  storage.     In  September 
cold  storage  stocks  of  "butter  were  5O  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago  when  they 
were  about  average.    With  all  this  "butter  in  storage  and  milk  production  likely 
to  continue  heav^'-  during  the  rest  of  193^,  "butter  prices  will  pro"bably  not  go  up 
as  much  as  usual. 

So,  listener^  it  looks  as  if  you  could  count  on  good  "buys  in  butter,  meat, 
celery,  cahbage,  onions  and  carrots,  as  well  as  grapes  and  apples  this  month. 
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